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Body Lotion

Hotels are phasing out plastic bottles that are used once and then tossed.
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Hotels Curb Single-Use Plastics Amid Investor Demand,

State Laws

DEEP DIVE

Clara Hudson
Reporter

®* New state laws target excessive plastic waste in hotel rooms
®* Hilton, Marriott, Choice Hotels promise to set reduction goals

Hotel chains from Hilton to Marriott have cut back on once-ubiquitous small
plastic bottles of shampoo and other bathroom staples, and they're working to
further reduce their reliance on plastic that gets discarded after one use
following pressure from environmentally conscious shareholders and new state
laws.

Hilton Worldwide Holdings Inc. required all of its hotels to offer full-size
shampoo and soap containers in rooms starting last year, and now offers a
digital key card option. And after a shareholder proposal from Green Century
Capital Management, the company also agreed in April to release a single-use
plastics report by 2025 and to set a plastics reduction goal by 2026.

Marriott International Inc. agreed with Green Century in March to set a single-
use plastic reduction goal by the end of 2025 and to disclose a baseline footprint
of single-use plastics starting in 2026. Marriott said in its environmental, social,
and governance report that it is piloting an initiative to replace single-use plastic
soap containers with maore sustainable alternatives, and to remove plastic
packaging from soap bars.

Hotels will need to make further changes in the coming years as activist
concerns and additional laws and regulations addressing single-use plastic
pollution pile up. A New York state law taking effect next year will ban hotels
from providing guests with toiletries in single-use plastic bottles. The 2021 law
was originally poised to begin last year, but was reportedly delayed to give
hotels more time to use their remaining stock. A similar law in California took
effect in 2023, while lllinois is following suit with legislation signed into law just
last week. The lllinois law will take effect next July.

The Biden administration is taking action also beyond the hospitality industry:
last month it committed to cutting out single-use plastics across the federal
government to reduce pollution.

Annie Sanders, Green Century’s director of shareholder advocacy, said that
urging hotel chains and other industries to examine their packaging including
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Supreme Court Workload Backloaded as
Justices Hear Fewer Cases

Much of the US Supreme Court workload is

increasingly bunching up toward the end of the
term due to fewer cases, puzzling petition timing,
and a glut of separate opinions, creating a

nacklog that advocates say could be the new

noarm.
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A divided US Supreme Court refused for now to

holster the Biden administration’s ability to extend
school discrimination protections to transgender
students nationwide.

AMD to Buy ZT Systems in $4.9 Billion
Challenge to Nvidia (1)

Advanced Micro Devices Inc. agreed to buy server
maker ZT Systems in a cash and stock transaction
valued at $4.2 billion, adding data center
technology that will bolster its efforts to challenge
Nvidia Corp.
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Ex-AlG Legal Chief Pivots to Ackman-
Backed Howard Hughes Spinoff

Luciana “Lucy” Fato, the former top lawyer at
American International Group Inc., is the genera
counsel at a newly-spunoff company backed by
Bill Ackman.

Judge Invites a Patent ‘Sea Change’ With
Plea to Upend Precedent

A federal judge’s impassioned plea to substitute
“common sense” for years of precedent governing
how patents are interpreted in litigation would
throw innumerable patents into limbo, attorneys
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Chevron's Death Fuels Right's Push to Curb
State Agency Clout

Conservatives and business groups on a years-
ong mission to roll back judicial deference to
state agencies watched as the US Supreme Court
scrapped its own federal precedent—and then got
pack to work.
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